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: TT^iday- ^ fact ’ 1 often do not allow the 

associations 0 n with during the week, when 

“ Sunday t d but say " Wait until next Sunday,” with the 

idea of keeping a special interest and association for that day. 

iae ‘ *i ic ouen to discussion. 

1 t n ° W this special Sunday reading, I have found Robert 
B.rd’ Jesus, the Carpenter of Nazareth, and Pam of Tarsus, 
Lplnful I hope also to get his Joseph the Dreamer 
l\7er on P I would also suggest Stories from the Old Testament, 
and Stories from the Life of Christ in the Tales that are told 
to the Children Series , for the very young ones , and in addition 
How Dante climbed the Mountain (Miss Selfe), Canton’s Child's 
Book of Saints, Munro’s allegory The Shadow of the Cross, 
and there are many others for which I have not space. I 
only give these as suggestions. I think Miss Soulsby has some 
very practical and helpful words on this point of Sunday 
reading which we may apply to our children as well as to 


ourselves. 

She says, “ Practically, if we do not read good books on 
Sunday, we do not read them at all. It is not so much that 
a novel is wrong on Sunday, as that better things leave no 
time for it. . . . It is not a negative rule, which should keep 
us right, but the ‘ expulsive power of a new affection ’ at 
which we should aim.” 

We want the children to have bright and happy associations 
with their Sunday, but at the same time we want to make 
the distinction between that and the other six days of the 
week, and I do think we ought to train our children to make 
some distinction in what they read on that day, in order that 
when they grow older they may carry out that principle, and 
give some time then to reading distinctly religious books, which 
will help them in their daily life, and which, probably, they 
might not otherwise read. 


Let us remember, that in our children’s “play” as well 
as in their books,” are many opportunities afforded to us 
o training habits which will form an important part in their 
iv es hereafter, and let us not miss our opportunities for want 
o v\ at Pestalozzia calls “ a thinking love ” on our part. 


SOME THOUGHTS ON 
THE MODERN EDUCATION OF GIRLS. 

By C. Agnes Rooper. 

The modern intellectual and athletic education of girls, the 
aim of which is to strengthen their faculties — mental and 

physical has much in it that is valuable and helpful in its 

method and also in its object, but whilst it has its right place 
and office it ought practically to have a subordinate use to 
give way, in other words to the special training adapted to 
womanhood. For the important question arises: Does this 
system, the object of which is to make girls as far as possible 
on equality with boys in their mental and physical attainments, 
make for the good of the race ? It is a very important question,, 
and one scarcely enough or properly considered. The theory 
and practice of feminine education and up-bringing is general y 
far too limited to the consideration of the individual gir , 
and not to that of womanhood as a whole, involving, as that 
does, the future qualities of posterity. “ Male and Female 
created He them,” however much modern criticism may alter 
and “ water down ” Biblical words and admonitions there are 
facts which remain constant through all ages, an aie i 
testably true, and this is one of them. There is no getting 
on one side of the positive fact that men an vvome 
fundamentally different in structure, in constitu ion, a 
qualities of mind and body, and purposely so in 0ic ® r , 

out the Divine plan of the universe. This law o thejual 
nature of organic life holds good in all the beings of this world, 
and it cannot be disregarded with impunity. 

A great authority on the «f 

I am not at liberty to quote, has sai ^ 0 f 

woman from her natural sphere of domes ^ renders 

mental labour, so noteworthy a feature o 1 ’ „ an( j 

her less fit to maintain the virility 0 degenerate 

furthermore, he says “it renders her P r ° n at j iers impetus 
and to initiate a downward tendency wind fe 
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hilrlren ” Doctors and experts whom I have con- 
m „ h “ re strongly of this opinion. It would seem, therefore, 
, . this method of instruction instead of, as it has been fondly 
i d leading to the good of the race, acts in an opposite 
direction and tends on the contrary to promote that degeneracy 
, which we hear so much at the present time. The principle 
having thus been suggested that the education of girls should 
differ from that of boys, not only in degree, but in quality, 
let us consider it more in detail. First, what is woman’s 
distinctive sphere in the order of the world ? Is it not to be 
the loving, prudent, gentle, centre of the home ! I know no 
more perfect description of such an ideal character than I 
c in D/7C Tied von der Glocke : — 


no 


“ Und drinnen waltet 
Die zuchtige Hausfrau 
Die Mutter der Kinder 
Und Herrschet weise 
Im Hauslichen Kreise 
Und lehret die Madchen 
Und wehret den Knaben 
Und reget ohne Ende 
Die fleissigen Hande.” 


Such a mother extending her influence for good over the 
family life, is indeed the goal to which all womanhood ought 
to aspire. Still, let it not be imagined for a moment that in 
holding up this “ mirror ” to womanhood I am advocating 
merely the virtues and qualities of a good Hausfrau to be 
the end and object of woman’s education, far from it. To 
hold her ideal place in the family her mind must necessarily 
be cultivated, her judgment strengthened, and her physical 
powers duly developed, but all these important qualities 
ought to be encouraged and developed in a manner adapted 

to her natural position and also constitution, and not according 
to a man’s. 

The next consideration is : Does this education, of which 
the object mainly is to pass so many “ exams ” successfully, 
o gain so man\ prizes, to be successful in book work and in 
p \si ca work, does it form the foundation for this character 
a i? mC itched the outline ? If this question is 
e u y mug t out, it seems to me the general answer will 
be a negative one. The girl u the mother of the woman, 
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therefore, if in hei girlhood a woman s whole tastes and ideas 
are directed to intellectual and athletic pursuits to the more 
or less exclusion of womanly feelings, thoughts, and habits, 
she will be moulded to the form thus impressed, and it will 
not be an ideally feminine one. Externally, the “ sweet 
girl-undergraduate ” is a false picture, for the face of the 
woman-student but too often bears the marks of study in 
sharpened features, short-sighted eyes, and angular ligure, the 
opposite to the soft, gentle, outlines of the figure, the fresh, 
rounded, face natural to that period in a woman’s life. More 
intimately, if just at that age when girls are becoming sensible 
of life and what it means, and are eager in their inquiries about 
it, and when it is therefore the truly sacred moment to place 
before them the duties and privileges of wifehood and mother- 
hood, if then these pure and holy thoughts are neglected in the 
press and hurry of preparing for intellectual exams and athletic 
matches, how unsatisfactory must be the result. It can 
but lead to the one result to indifference, even more to dislike 
of the domestic life. If carried to the bitter end in the next 
generation the home will be an institution of the past, and 
with it that united domestic life which has been hitherto the 
pride and glory of England. In the modern novels we see 
this time already foreshadowed, and they ought to be taken 
to heart as a true warning. 

These observations I feel are open to criticism, but still, 
they may not be without some use in the at present unsolved 
question, the best education for girls. Of course, it wi e 
objected that all girls cannot marry, which is perfect y t ru ®> 
but surely such a training on the principle I suggest will 
likewise be a good preparation for any of the courses in 1 <- 
that falls to a woman’s share. Still more, whether ler 
he at home or abroad, yet, the influence of the o\ mg, ’ 
womanly qualities the ideal woman will have g ain ^ > 
will be felt in the immediate domestic circle, 01 m ie 
public avocations she may be called upon to puisu 



